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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 

all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over www.imdb.com (web page of July 21 , 2001 and two examples of queries 
are provided. The initials stand for internet movie database. It will be further 
referred to as "website") and Ouchi et al. (U.S. patent 6,629,107). 

Regarding claim 7: The website discloses a method for providing name- 
face/voice-role association, comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving a user query providing at least one of a role-name, actor 
name, portion of text spoken by an actor, and image of an actor 

b) searching a database containing role-names, actor names, text, and 
face models/voice models associated with the role-names, actor names, and text 
to find data matching the query in step (a); 

(c) providing the user with information cross-referenced by at least one of 
the role-name, actor name, portion of text, and voice model and face model 
matching the image of the actor. 

A query is placed in a box wherein information related to the query is 
obtained and displayed to user. An example is provided by the examiner wherein 
the role name of James Bond is placed in a query and the results of the actors 
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that played all the James Bond in all the movies and also other information is 
accompanied by each actor is linked such as their biography/text, photo/face 
model, other movies they acted in, etc. that is contained in the database is 
returned and displayed to the user). 

The website discloses to search a database for information on a specific 
movie/actor/role/etc. for a query that has been placed by a user. This website 
does not teach to have a voice model for the actors/roles. Ouchi et al. teaches to 
obtain information such as character/face/speech/etc. on objects and create a 
multimedia database with this obtained information (Ouchi et al.; fig. 1 elements 
1-1 1 and col. 3 lines 19-45). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art 
to combine the teaching of Ouchi et al. to that of the website because they are 
analogous in storing multiple data of an object/person. One in the art would have 
been motivated to incorporate the teaching of speech (read as voice model) of 
Ouchi et al. to that of the website database to have a system wherein a specific 
voice of interest in a movie/audio tape of an actor can be determined by having a 
voice recognition unit and database. 

Regarding claim 8: The method wherein the information provided in step 
(c) corresponding to the role-name, actor name and portion of text is in the form 
of hyperlinked titles of actor names, role names, and program titles. This is well 
known in the art wherein different websites can be accessed from another 
website that is linked in order to look at related information of a subject. Examiner 
takes official Notice. 
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Regarding claim 9: The method wherein the face model is a photo 
(website; wherein a photo/face model of the actor is displayed). 

Regarding claim 10: The method wherein the face model is provided to 
the user in a video segment (Ouchi et al.; fig. 1 elements 1-4 and 8 and col. 3 
lines 19-25 and 59-62, wherein the face is extracted from a movie "video 
segment" which has been provided). 

Regarding claim 1 1 . The method wherein the video segment includes a 
voice model associated with the face model (Ouchi et al.; fig. 1 elements 1-4,7, 
and 8 and col. 3 lines 55-62, wherein the speech and the face of a person is 
extracted and stored in a database). 

Regarding claim 12: It is rejected for the same reasons as claim 7 above. 

Regarding claim 13: The method wherein the information provided in step 

(c) includes biographical information associated with the actor name and a 
list of all programs in which the actor name appears (website; wherein it displays 
the biographical information and all related movies/televisions appearances of a 
queried actor/actress/person). 

Regarding claim 14: The method wherein the information provided in step. 

(c) includes providing additional face models/voice models associated with 
said actor name in at least one of all the programs in which the actor name 
appears (website; wherein it displays the biographical information and all related 
movies/televisions appearances of a queried actor/actress/person.). 
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The website gives and displays additional movies/televsion shows that the 
actor has appeared in. When the movie title given has been selected then a new 
photo of this is displayed of this movie/actor of this specific movie, i.e. additional 
face models of the actor. The website does not give additional voice models 
related to the related programs. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the 
art to modify the system for this feature in order to obtain different speech/ vocal 
sounds of the actors. 

Regarding claim 15: The method wherein the information includes 
historical information with regard to the role name (website; wherein the results of 
a character name results in all the actors, that played the role in each movie, 
what year it was made, etc. This is read as historical information). 

Regarding claim 16: The method further comprising providing links to view 
the additional face models/voice models associated with said actor name in at 
least one of all the programs in which said actor name appears (website; wherein 
it displays the biographical information and links to all related movies/televisions 
appearances of a queried actor/actress/person.). 

Regarding claim 17: The method wherein the information includes cross 
references to directors and producers of the program (website; wherein it 
displays the biographical information and links to all related movies/televisions 
appearances of a queried actor/actress/person. These related links contain 
information of each movie, such as all the characters, director, etc.). 

Regarding claim 18: The method further comprising: 
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using speech recognition to receive the user query in step (a) (Ouchi et al. 
col. 12 lines 20-35, wherein the speech spoken is searched in the database for 
the person who had spoken those words). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-6 and 19-21 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Nakamura et al. (Pat. Pub. No. 2002/0022959 A1) for a voice 
recog n ition/database. 

Contact Information 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Anand Bhatnagar whose telephone number is 
(703) 306-5914, whose supervisor is Amelia Au whose number is 703-308-6604, 
group fax is 703-872-9306, and Tech center 2600 customer service office 
number is 703-306-0377. 

Anand Bhatnagar 
Art Unit 2623 

October 28, 2004 SAMIR AHMED 
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